
 

***Media Advisory*** 
To: Assignment Editors, Producers, Reporters  
From: Tim McCormick, Communications Manager, 414-322-2935 | 
Tim.McCormick@WiStateFair.com 
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2026 
 

WISCONSIN STATE FAIR CELEBRATES JOHN YINGLING AND HIS YEARS OF SERVICE 
 

WHAT: After 16 years of dedicated service as chairman of the Wisconsin State Fair Park Board 
of Directors, John Yingling will be stepping down from the Board and his role as Chairman in 
October 2026. 
 
Since becoming chairman in 2011, Yingling has helped guide one of the most transformative 
periods in Wisconsin State Fair history. During his tenure, State Fair Park completed significant 
capital improvements, expanded its year-round operations, secured IndyCar racing at the 
historic Milwaukee Mile and continued investing in the Fair experience while strengthening its 
role as Wisconsin's signature agricultural and entertainment event. 
 
Chairman Yingling’s tenure will run through the 2026 Wisconsin State Fair, the double header 
IndyCar race at the end of August and Harvest Fair the first week of October. Media interested 
in interviewing Chairman Yingling and Shari Black, CEO of Wisconsin State Fair Park, are invited 
to attend the Partner Party scheduled for Friday, July 24, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 
WHEN: Friday, July 24, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

WHERE: Dairy Building, Wisconsin State Fair Park 

About the Wisconsin State Fair  

The 2026 Wisconsin State Fair, presented by T-Mobile, will take place August 6 – 16, 2026. The 

State Fair offers a unique experience to all who attend and is an exceptional value. Enjoy dozens 

of FREE entertainment stages, exciting rides and games in SpinCity, thousands of animals, 

endless family activities, events, contests, shopping vendors, and culinary delights. For more 

information, visit WiStateFair.com or follow us on social media. 
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